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Adding ‘de-’, ‘dis-’ and ‘mis-’
LO: I am able to use prefixes in words .

Prefixes are a group of letters that 
change the meaning of a word when 

they are added to the start. Most 
prefixes mean a similar thing when 

they're added to different words



Introduction

The table below shows the prefixes ‘un-’ and ‘im-’ joined to different 

root words. Spot the mistakes in the table.

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

‘Un’ ‘Im’

Unable Imable

Unmeasureable Immeasurable

Unsane Immature

Unkind Imkind

Unpossible Impossible 



Introduction

The table below shows the prefixes ‘un-’ and ‘im-’ joined to different 

root words. Spot the mistakes in the table.
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‘Un’ ‘Im’

Unable Imable

Unmeasureable Immeasurable

Unsane Immature

Unkind Imkind

Unpossible Impossible 



Varied Fluency 1

Match each prefix to a root word to create a new word.
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de

dis

mis

qualify

hear

bug



Varied Fluency 1

Match each prefix to a root word to create a new word.
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de

dis

mis

qualify

hear

bug



Varied Fluency 2

Circle the word below that means ‘not like’.

Samantha disliked the roast dinner she had at 

her friend’s house because she didn’t like the 

gravy or the peas. 
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Varied Fluency 2

Circle the word below that means ‘not like’.

Samantha disliked the roast dinner she had at 

her friend’s house because she didn’t like the 

gravy or the peas. 
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Varied Fluency 3

Complete the sentence below using a word from the word bank.

Jamie’s mother wanted to _________ the 

vegetables before dinner but she couldn’t find 

them. 
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debate mislay

defrost disown



Varied Fluency 3

Complete the sentence below using a word from the word bank.

Jamie’s mother wanted to defrost the 

vegetables before dinner but she couldn’t find 

them. 
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debate mislay

defrost disown



Varied Fluency 4

Create a sentence using only the words below. Be sure to use the 

correct punctuation.
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Amy

the

teacher

said

what

misheard



Varied Fluency 4

Create a sentence using only the words below. Be sure to use the 

correct punctuation.

Amy misheard what the teacher said.

Or:

The teacher misheard what Amy said.
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Amy

the

teacher

said

what

misheard



Application 1

Add ‘de-’, ‘dis-’ or ‘mis-’ to each of the root words below to create 

four new words.

Use each new word in a sentence.
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spelt 

fend 

grace



Application 1

Add ‘de-’, ‘dis-’ or ‘mis-’ to each of the root words below to create 

four new words.

Misspelt; disgrace; defend

Various answers, for example: 

Catherine and I misspelt the word apocalypse. 

Robin was told he was a disgrace to the family after his father 

caught him stealing. 

The warriors were told to defend their king and land. 
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spelt 

fend 

grace



Reasoning 1

Use each word below in a sentence. How does the prefix ‘mis’ 

change the meaning of the root word?

Explain your reasoning.
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misbehave

behave



Reasoning 1

Use each word below in a sentence. How does the prefix ‘mis’ 

change the meaning of the root word?

Explain your reasoning.

Various answers, for example: We always behave when we are in 

school. We always misbehave when we are in school.

The prefix ‘mis’ changes the meaning of the root word because…
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misbehave

behave



Reasoning 1

Use each word below in a sentence. How does the prefix ‘mis’ 

change the meaning of the root word?

Explain your reasoning.

Various answers, for example: We always behave when we are in 

school. We always misbehave when we are in school.

The prefix ‘mis’ changes the meaning of the root word because it 

means ‘wrong’ or ‘incorrect’. Misbehave means not behaving 

correctly.
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misbehave

behave



Reasoning 2

Jodie and Damon have both used a word with a prefix.

Who is correct? Prove it by using the correct word in 

a sentence.
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Nina was dissatisfied 

with the service she 
received from the her 

local supermarket.

Jodie

Nina was desatisfied

with the service she 

received from the her 

local supermarket.

Damon



Reasoning 2

Jodie and Damon have both used a word with a prefix.

Who is correct? Prove it by using the correct word in 

a sentence.

Jodie is correct because…
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Nina was dissatisfied 

with the service she 
received from the her 

local supermarket.

Jodie

Nina was desatisfied

with the service she 

received from the her 

local supermarket.

Damon



Reasoning 2

Jodie and Damon have both used a word with a prefix.

Who is correct? Prove it by using the correct word in 

a sentence.

Jodie is correct because she has used the correct prefix in her 

sentence. ‘Desatisfied’ is not a word. Various answers, for example; I 
was dissatisfied with my meal I had at the restaurant. 
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Nina was dissatisfied 

with the service she 
received from the her 

local supermarket.

Jodie

Nina was desatisfied

with the service she 

received from the her 

local supermarket.

Damon


